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Why do we need
Metadata?

Metadata is created and collected because it enables and
improves use of that data. Metadata ensures that we will be able

find data, use data, and preserve and re-use data in the
future.

} Toenable discovery of your digitized material
} To help you organize your digitized material

} Tosupport archiving and preservation
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Purposes of
Metadata

Resource
description

Ownership Information
and rights P retrieval and
management 2. Purposes of dissemination

metadata\

Managing Preservation
users and and retention
agents
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Functions of
Metadata

Metadata serves following functions :

Resource discovery

Allowing resources to be found by relevantcriteria,
|dentifying resources;

Bringing similar resources together;

Distinguishing dissimilar resources;

Giving location information.
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Functions of
Metadata

}» Organizing e-resources

} Organizing links to resources based on audience or topic.

Y Building these pages dynamically from metadata stored in
databases.
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Functions of
Metadata

} Facilitating interoperability

} Using defined metadata schemes, shared transfer protocols, and
crosswalks between schemes, resources across the network can

be searched more seamlessly.
» Cross system search, e.g. using z39.50protocol
» Metadata harvesting e.g. using OAl protocol
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Functions of
Metadata

)} Digital identification

> Elements for standard number, e.g.I1SBN.

} The location of digital object may also given using :
« Afile name
- AURL
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Functions of
Metadata

» Archiving and preservation

) Challenges :
 Digital information is fragile and can be corrupted or altered,;

|t may become unusable as storage technologies change.

) Metadata is key to ensuring that resources will survive and continue to
be accessible into the future. Archiving and preservation require
special elements:

 totrack the lineage of a digital object,

 to detall its physical characteristics

« todocumentits behavior in order to emulate it in future technologies.
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